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1. Curriculum Intent – Writing Curriculum Intent: 
The Writing Curriculum supports the whole school curriculum intent by delivering a curriculum that:
· Provides a stimulating and challenging learning experience in a safe environment to enable all pupils to achieve their full potential.

· Intertwines the school values into the teaching of children’s writing and their learning to help all individuals make a positive difference to the school and community every day. 
· Promotes collaborative learning strategies, with an emphasis on partner and group sharing, where pupils have opportunities to work with peers to develop their Oracy skills.
· Enables pupils to master basic writing skills, whilst encouraging them to develop into active, thoughtful learners.
The ability to write is integral to all aspects of life and at Barley Croft Primary school, we aim to ensure that children develop a lifelong, enjoyment and enthusiastic attitude towards writing. Improved performance at writing and the spoken language will enable our pupils to express their thoughts and ideas more fluently, accurately and, ultimately, to their greater satisfaction. This will also help them to deal more successfully with other curriculum subjects, while enriching their lives beyond school. The skill of writing enables pupils to communicate with themselves and others while documenting and conveying their knowledge and ideas. Building on experiences, it encourages expression and higher order thinking skills to develop. The teaching and learning of language skills are, therefore, given a high priority in our school and where possible, links with REAL Project themes are made to further encourage children to be confident and clear writers able to write for a variety of purposes and audiences. 

Our overarching aim for the teaching of writing is to promote high standards of language and literacy by equipping pupils with a strong command of the spoken and written word. 

· Enabling pupils to write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in and for a range of contexts, purposes and audiences

· Use discussion in order to learn, ensuring that pupils are able to elaborate and explain clearly their understanding and ideas 

· Explicitly teaching, modelling and developing the key skills that writers use to become fluent, confident and independent writers across a range of different texts for different audiences.  

· Ensuring that children study a choice of both fiction and nonfiction texts, reflecting different cultures and gender choices. These books, where possible, will have links to relevant REAL Project themes being studied by pupils each term in their year group. 

· Encouraging children to become enthusiastic and reflective writers by teaching them to understand and respond to a wide variety of quality texts, in different formats and genres, as both a reader and a writer so they can gain an increased level of fluency, accuracy, independence and understanding of the written word   

· Developing positive attitudes towards writing so that it is a pleasurable activity both in school and at home and children recognise its value. 

· Developing and extending the children’s vocabulary to enable them to acquire a wider vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic conventions, through studying quality texts.  

· Ensuring that children use their writing skills as an integral part of their learning throughout the entire curriculum both at school and at home with application of written skills across all subject areas. 

2. Organisation and planning - Implementation of the Writing Curriculum

The skills taught in writing are directly linked to the objectives outlined in The National Curriculum 2014. The school’s curriculum objectives for writing will be reflected in long term, medium term and short-term planning across all year groups. These will be text-based units planned in a sequence of progressive lessons, cumulating in the opportunity for extended writing with a range of purposes and audiences. Specific focus will be given to the quality and range of each chosen text to be studied, to ensure opportunities are available for pupils to consolidate the writing and grammar skills required in the learning objectives applicable for their year group.  

Long term plans will detail the grammar skills appropriate for each year group to be taught both integrally within writing sessions and in additional discreet sessions, where required. A clear lesson objective and success criteria are a feature of all English lessons. Working walls may support learning in the classrooms. Evaluative marking is used. Assessment informs planning and reference is made to the National Curriculum in medium term plans. 

Children will be taught in their normal class groups and within the timetable there will be daily writing lessons. Short term plans will list specific objectives for each lesson and give details of how the lessons are to be taught including enrichment activities for the more able pupils and activities for those who require additional scaffolding and support to meet the success criteria are underachieving. During the school year, teachers may include short term themes in their planning, which promote favourite authors, poets, popular titles or any aspect of the world of children’s literature and writing for pleasure. 

We take a text-based planning approach and follow the teaching sequence detailed below for each text-based unit. This approach enables teachers to highlight the specific links between speaking and listening, reading, grammatical knowledge and writing skills. It also allows children enough time to learn, practise and consolidate their skills for each part of the writing process.  

· Inspirational ‘hook’ into the text to enthuse pupils and promote discussion around the chosen text or genre.
· Reading as a Reader (comprehension) - in depth study through discussion and shared reading of the studied text. Opportunities for children to ‘immerse’ themselves in the chosen text and for higher order thinking. 

· Reading as a Writer – encouraging and modelling how to analyse a text from a writer’s point of view to enable pupils to have a greater awareness and understanding of the reader and the effect their writing can have on others. 

· Capturing/teaching ideas – short writing activities to embed new and existing skills, such as: grammar, punctuation and vocabulary. 

· Teacher modelling and shared writing to scaffold and embed the specific skills required for writing.
· Planning and oral rehearsal  

· Pupil independent writing – allowing enough time for children to draft and express their initial ideas.  

· Self and peer editing and proof-reading. This enables children to reflect on their writing and correct mistakes independently together with reflection for improvements through up- levelling of their initial drafts. 

· ‘Publishing’- presentation of their final improved and corrected drafts. 

In addition to taught writing lessons: 
· Teachers may timetable additional discreet grammar and spelling lessons where necessary to teach new skills or supplement gaps in any learning, highlighted by formative assessment. 

· There will be additional time outside of the English Lesson to develop reading and writing skills across different areas of the curriculum to help children understand how these skills can be utilised to support with wider reading and writing skills across the whole curriculum.  

· Children will be encouraged to explore a wide range of books both in and out of English lessons and to ‘magpie’ effective vocabulary and phrases from a variety of authors and genres, to then use in their own writing, to further enhance their skills, vocabulary and grammar knowledge. 

· Each classroom will display pupils’ written work in an attractive and imaginative environment to motivate and acknowledge successful writing practices. 
· The school will actively and consistently encourage reading and writing for pleasure, both in and out of school. Enrichment activities will be used across the school to foster this. These could include: 

• Storytellers • Visits from authors • Writing workshops • Activities linked to World Book Day • Performance poetry opportunities
Assessment:  

Regular, ongoing and accurate assessment is essential to inform planning and ensure that all children make progress. We use a variety of ways to assess children’s writing. 

· All teachers for all classes, in all year groups, complete termly assessments on iTRACK levelling each child in their class with their current attainment level (Emerging / Developing / Secure for each Year group) 

· Expected progress is 1 step on iTRACK for every term. This equates to being 3 steps on iTRACK over the course of the year.   

· It is important that all pupils become independent writers and are given time to reflect on their learning with opportunities to self and peer edit. Written work should be checked and marked by the teacher after the child has had an opportunity to make these reflections. Assessment can also be by peer or self.  

· Appropriate next steps will be given to each child by the teacher and may include, but are not exclusive of: consolidation activities, challenging activities or correction activities.  

· Assessment of SEN / EAL pupils may be different depending on their EHC plan and/or EAL Assessment criteria sheet. Information relating to writing may be completed on a child’s ILP

Teaching Assistants: 
In some classes, a child will have a 1-2-1 TA who is line-managed by the SENDCO. There may be other times when another TA is present in the class to support the learning. The teacher present is responsible for directing the TA within their lesson to work with a group, pair, or 1-2-1 depending on the nature of the lesson. As much as possible, it is advised that all children stay in-class throughout the lesson. 

Interventions: 
Pupil Premium children in every class are entitled to support to progress their learning. This may be through the work of the teacher or TA, 1-2-1, in pairs, or as a group via pre and post-teaching or support within the class lesson. 

Other children may need interventions as well to support their learning. Pre-teach and post-teach interventions are noted as being particularly effective and are strongly encouraged. Interventions for reading may take place at other times of the day and will be directed by the class teacher.  

Oracy and Writing:

Oracy can be described as a combination of learning to talk and learning through talk. At Barley Croft Primary School, there is a shared understanding of how talk supports learning and children’s social development. We believe that developing oracy throughout primary education provides our students with vital life skills. We aim to encourage fluent speakers, who are confident to communicate, debate and present in a wide range of situations. The National Curriculum for English reflects the importance of spoken language in pupils’ development. 

English lessons are talk-rich, and questions are carefully planned to ensure all children can fully participate. 

As a school, we are committed to raising and maintaining high standards in Writing and we recognise the importance of Oracy in underpinning this. 

We support our pupils by providing them with the skills necessary to: 

• Develop and build vocabulary 

• Participate in collaborative conversations 

• Articulate and justify their answers 

• participate in discussions, presentations, performances, role play, improvisations and debates 

• speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of Standard English 

• give well-structured descriptions, explanations and narratives for different purposes. 

Oracy is incorporated into English lessons in the following ways: 

• drama and role play 10 

• Group discussion 

• Vocabulary activities 

• Partner talk 

• Presentation of work

Please see the school’s Oracy Policy for further details on the school’s approach to Oracy and how it is integrated across the curriculum. 

Spelling:

At Barley Croft Primary School, we firmly believe that good spelling is an essential skill which allows the children to communicate their understanding in all curriculum subjects. In order for pupils to develop into effective and confident writers, they need to develop and use a range of effective spelling strategies. By providing the children with a range of strategies, we equip them with the independence to attempt spellings before asking for adult help. We particularly want the children to develop a love of language and the confidence to spell more challenging and ambitious words. In allowing them opportunities to develop a rich and exciting vocabulary, we are enabling them to become effective communicators. 

Aims and Objectives: By adopting a consistent approach to the teaching of spelling, we aim for the children to develop confidence and accuracy when spelling across the curriculum. 

In doing so, we aim to:

( Develop and teach the children to use a range of effective spelling strategies 

( Encourage creativity and the use of more ambitious vocabulary in their writing 

( Enable children to write independently 

( Enhance proof reading and editing skills 

( Encourage children to identify patterns in words and spellings. 

( Promote a positive and confident attitude towards spelling 

( Help children to use a range of dictionaries and spell checks effectively. 

( Help children recognise that spelling is a lifelong skill 

( Provide equal opportunities for all pupils to achieve success in spelling
Specific spelling sessions are integrated through teachers following the Little Wandle programme which is taught throughout EYFS and Key Stage 1. 

In KS2, spelling is taught based upon the 2014 National Curriculum framework. Throughout Key Stage 2, small groups of children may work with TAs continuing with the appropriate phase of Little Wandle.
Spelling Strategies: 

The teaching and learning of phonics and the correspondence between letters and their sounds underpins all of the spelling strategies taught across the school. Alongside the specific Little Wandle programme, we endeavour to teach the children a range of spelling strategies in order to appeal to a variety of learning styles. These include:

( The S.A.C.A.W.A.C strategy (say and cover and write and check) 
· Identifying syllables in words in order to break words into smaller parts 

( Identifying base words e.g. smile- smiling- smiled 

( Analogy- Using words already known to help spell new words e.g. could, would, should. 

( Mnemonics - making up sentences to help remember the spelling of a word. 

( Finding words within words 

( Making links between the origin of words and their spelling ( etymology) 

( Using word banks and dictionaries 

( Using a spell it check it book 

( Learning different spelling patterns and investigating new spelling rules. 

( Linking handwriting to spelling and phonics, in order to develop a visual memory to aid spelling 

( The use of ICT resources, such as Wordshark

Throughout the school, the children will be offered a wide range of spelling activities to provide a stimulus for all learning styles. They may take the form of: 

( Paired, individual, small group or whole class teaching 

( Whiteboard work 

( Dictionary and thesaurus activities 

( Audio visual activities (Video, DVD, On-line) 

( Writing experiences through play. 

( Word games, word searches, crosswords, puzzles or word play activities
( Specific homework activities 

( Investigative work 

( Editing and re-drafting work 

( Creating word banks linked to Project work or ‘Tricky’ words 

( Action rhymes and songs 

Resources - To enable all children to develop the range of strategies taught, classrooms will be well equipped to support the different activities and learning styles. Resources may include: 
( Whiteboard and pens

· ICT

· Magnetic letters

· Word banks (including cross curricular words as well as tricky words)

· Word cards / wall charts

· Thesauruses

· Dictionaries – including illustrated versions
Assessment - It is expected that by the end of Key Stage 1 the children should be able to read and spell the first 300 high frequency words (Appendix 2). Appendix 1 outlines expectations for spelling from Year 1 to Year 6, taken directly from National Curriculum 2014. All children are encouraged to check their own work and identify words spelt incorrectly and time is given during literacy sessions for this to take place. These strategies are in line with our assessment policy and help children in taking responsibility for their own learning. Handwriting and Spelling Links between handwriting, phonics and spelling are also important. The regular practice of letter patterns and the copying of high frequency words helps develop good visual and writing habits. By copying and tracing whole words and linking their handwriting to patterns learnt in Little Wandle, the children will develop a good motor memory which will aid independent writing and spelling.

Some children will continue to find these spelling strategies difficult to use effectively and will need additional support beyond differentiated classroom activities. TAs may lead additional multi-sensory spelling activities involving small groups or with individuals. Intervention programmes, such as Toe by Toe, Snip and additional Little Wandle sessions may also be put in place to support spelling. Class teachers will liaise with the SENCO when considering the specific needs of some children with appropriate adaptations made for those children which are reflected in the child’s ILP / EHCP.

Regular monitoring and work scrutiny will take place by teachers and SLT. In Key stage 1 and Key Stage 2, weekly spellings will be sent home to learn and will be checked each week in class. Teachers will feed back to the children through regular written or verbal comments and individual targets may be given when appropriate.  As part of the end of Key Stage 2 testing, the children in Year 6 will undertake the Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar test.

3. Legislation and guidance
This policy reflects the requirements of the National Curriculum programmes of study, which all maintained schools in England must teach.

It also reflects requirements for inclusion and equality as set out in the Special Educational Needs and Disability Code of Practice 2014 and Equality Act 2010, and refers to curriculum-related expectations of governing boards set out in the Department for Education’s Governance Handbook.

In addition, this policy acknowledges the requirements for promoting the learning and development of children set out in the Early Years Foundation Stage 2020 – Early Adopters - framework.
4. Roles and responsibilities
4.1 The governing board

The governing board will monitor the effectiveness of this policy and hold the head teacher to account for its implementation. The governing board will also ensure that:

· A robust framework is in place for setting curriculum priorities and aspirational targets

· Enough teaching time is provided for pupils to cover the National Curriculum and other statutory requirements

· It fulfils its role in processes to disapply pupils from all or part of the National Curriculum, where appropriate, and in any subsequent appeals.
4.2 Head teacher
The head teacher is responsible for ensuring that this policy is adhered to, and that:

· All required elements of the curriculum, and those subjects which the school chooses to offer, have aims and objectives which reflect the aims of the school and indicate how the needs of individual pupils will be met

· The amount of time provided for teaching the required elements of the curriculum is adequate and is reviewed by the governing board

· Where appropriate, the individual needs of some pupils are met by permanent or temporary disapplication from all or part of the National Curriculum

· They manage requests to withdraw children from curriculum subjects, where appropriate

· The school’s procedures for assessment meet all legal requirements

· The governing board is fully involved in decision-making processes that relate to the breadth and balance of the curriculum

· The governing board is advised on whole-school targets in order to make informed decisions

· Proper provision is in place for pupils with different abilities and needs, including children with SEN

4.3 Subject Leaders
Subject Leaders will ensure that their curriculum subject is implemented in accordance with this policy.
5. Inclusion

Teachers set high expectations for all pupils. They will use appropriate assessment to set ambitious targets and plan challenging work for all groups, including:

· More able pupils

· Pupils with low prior attainment

· Pupils from disadvantaged backgrounds

· Pupils with SEN

· Pupils with English as an additional language (EAL)

Teachers will plan lessons so that pupils with SEN and/or disabilities can study every National Curriculum subject, wherever possible, and ensure that there are no barriers to every pupil achieving.

Teachers will also take account of the needs of pupils whose first language is not English. Lessons will be planned so that teaching opportunities help pupils to develop their English, and to support pupils to take part in all subjects.

6. Subject Monitoring arrangements

Governors monitor coverage of National Curriculum subjects and compliance with other statutory requirements through:

· Governors monitor whether the school is complying with its funding agreement and teaching a “broad and balanced curriculum” which includes the required subjects, through planned Governor Visits, reading the end of year subject SEFs and Subject Action Plans and looking at subject data and outcomes. 
· Subject Leaders monitor the way their subject is taught throughout the school by: planning scrutiny – looking at Knowledge Organisers – considering the coverage, taught knowledge, skills & vocabulary. Learning walks – which monitor the quality of teaching, ensuring this reflects the intent for the subject. The monitoring of work and outcomes – looking at the impact evidence - through the work in books, on display, and in scrapbooks, etc. Staff & pupil interviews to get the teachers and children’s opinions, which support measuring the impact.
· Subject Leaders also have responsibility for monitoring the way in which resources are stored and managed and are responsible for the ordering of new resources and managing the associated budget.  
· The Head Teacher and the Subject Leader will review this policy every two years. 
7. Links with other policies

This policy links to the following policies and procedures: The Teaching and Learning Handbook.
Appendix A = Progression & Skills Map for Writing 
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